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THE REPUBLICAN CONTRACT WITH
AMERICA

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, 10
years ago the Republican Party put
forth the Contract with America, and
it was the first time that collectively
Members of Congress had put forth an
agenda. And certainly the Democrats
did not like it, but 10 years later they
are trying to do the same thing, and I
applaud them. I think it is good to hon-
estly show the folks what their plat-
form is.

Part of our platform, of course, was
tax cuts. Does anyone think that we
would have had tax cuts had the Demo-
crats stayed in power?

Part of our platform was welfare re-
form. There were 14 million people on
welfare. Today there are about 4 mil-
lion. Does anyone think that 9 million
people would be back in the workplace
if it had not been for the Republican
Contract with America?

The military spending went from $260
billion to today $419 billion and re-
strengthened our military. Does any-
body think that would have happened
without the Republican Contract with
America?

And No Child Left Behind, our land-
mark education reform bill that put
parents back in charge and teachers,
not bureaucrats, in Washington. Does
anyone think that would have hap-
pened without the Contract with Amer-
ica?

These platforms are good. This de-
bate is worth having. We have been in
power for 10 years. There is a lot more
we need to be doing. We are going to
work for tax simplification and more
tax reduction, and we need to get bet-
ter control on spending. Both parties
need to do that.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that we
have been in power 10 years and proud
of the accomplishments we have had in
that period.

———

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF A
REPUBLICAN HOUSE

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, it is a
pleasure to join in this celebration
today.

I well remember 1994 because I was
sworn in during January, 1994, and
took my oath of office. Shortly there-
after I wrote an article which was dis-
tributed to my party colleagues enti-
tled “How We Can Take the Majority.”
What a change has happened since
then.

The Contract with America was a
genuine brainstorm, a very effective
technique; but also it gave guidance for
a number of years for what we were to
do. And if we compare the condition of
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the Nation today to the condition of
the Nation 10 years ago, it is abso-
lutely amazing what we have accom-
plished. Much of it has been controver-
sial, but almost all of it has been good.
And I am very pleased with the
progress that we have made and the
way we have moved this country along
over these 10 years.

I would also add, Mr. Speaker, I have
always been a great believer that good
work deserves a reward. And this is a
very clear case where the good work of
the Republican Party in this Congress
deserves a reward of continuing to re-
main in the majority for another 10
years. We have proved we can do good
work. We will continue to do it.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISTOOK. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the further consideration of H.R.
50256 and that I may include tabular
material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from OKkla-
homa?

There was no objection.

———

TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY,
AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 770 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5025.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5025) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation and
Treasury, and independent agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2005, and for other purposes, with Mr.
SIMMONS (Chairman pro tempore) in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. When
the Committee of the Whole rose on
Tuesday, September 21, 2004, amend-
ment No. 2 printed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD by the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DAVIS) had been disposed
of, and the bill had been read through
Page 166, line 3.

AMENDMENT NO. 12 OFFERED BY MS. WATERS

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chairman, I offer
an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 12 offered by Ms. WATERS:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

September 22, 2004

SEC. . None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to implement
any sanction imposed by the United States
on private commercial sales of agricultural
commodities (as defined in section 402 of the
Agricultural Trade Development and Assist-
ance Act of 1954) or medicine or medical sup-
plies (within the meaning of section 1705(c)
of the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992) to Cuba
(other than a sanction imposed pursuant to
agreement with one or more other coun-
tries).

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Tues-
day, September 14, 2004, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS)
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS).
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Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, this is a very simple
amendment. The United States has a
trade deficit. We are not able to sell
our goods abroad in the way that we
should be able to do it.

Cuba has been literally dying for us
to sell them goods. We finally had the
good sense to open up the way for the
sale of agricultural commodities, medi-
cine and medical supplies to Cuba, and
they are buying, but they have to pay
cash on the barrel head. So this amend-
ment would prohibit the use of funds to
implement sanctions on private com-
mercial sales of agricultural commod-
ities, medicine and medical supplies to
Cuba.

U.S. exports of agricultural products
and medical supplies to Cuba have been
legal since 2001. However, American
farmers and other exporters must ma-
neuver through a myriad of restric-
tions in order to export these products
to Cuba. Exporters are denied access to
export assistance, credit guarantees
and private commercial financing. All
transactions must be conducted in cash
in advance or with financing from third
countries. These restrictions make
trade with Cuba unnecessarily expen-
sive, bureaucratic and complicated.

The effect of my amendment would
be to free exporters from the need to
comply with these cumbersome regula-
tions.

The people of Cuba need food and
medicine. Their needs have never been
greater than they are now, following
the devastation caused by Hurricane
Ivan. Cuba is one of several islands in
the Caribbean ravaged by Hurricane
Ivan, and the people of Cuba are trying
to recover from the extensive damage
caused by this terrible storm.

The people of Cuba are more than
willing to purchase food and medical
supplies from their American neigh-
bors. American exporters have already
exported $210 million in products to
Cuba in the first 5 months of this year
despite the cumbersome restrictions
involved, and they can expect to in-
crease their market share significantly
if they are freed from these restric-
tions.
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